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Are you a lifelong learner? 

Have you always wanted to 

learn French or Italian?  How 

about a Fine Arts degree?  

Algoma University has a deal 

for you if you are 60 years old 

or older ð you do not have to 

pay tuition! 

David Marasco, University 

Registrar, wants to get the 

good news out to all of us of a 

ñcertain ageò.  Active in retire-

ment and lifelong learners, 

retired teachers fit the bill per-

fectly for this unique opportunity in the 

Sault Ste. Marie area.  ñI am a strong sup-

porter of the tuition exemption program,ò 

states Marasco. ñIt benefits not only the 

senior learners but also the learning com-

munity at the university.ò  The university 

experience is enhanced by the diversity of 

students of all ages with varied experienc-

es to share.  David Marasco wants to as-

sure us that all are welcome in the Al-

goma University community. 

Russ Mason, retired from teaching for 

twenty years, is well-known as a weaver 

and dyer and often a part of artistsô shows 

like the Sylvan Valley Tour.  Russ has 

now taken on a new challenge at Algoma 

University, enrolled in the first year of a 

four-year Bachelor of Fine Arts program.  

ñPursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts was my 

dream when I entered university many 

years ago in 1963 but following my par-

entsô advice, I got a real job!ò 

stated Russ.  ñThe course 

load is incredibly heavy for 

someone who has been out of 

the student mode for over 40 

years, but I must say that staff 

and students are incredible 

with their support and encour-

agement.  Added to that, no 

one has called me Grandpa 

yet!ò  

While senior students age 60 

and over are exempt from 

paying tuition, there are other 

student fees.  For example, if you are en-

rolled in a course worth 3 credits, you have 

to pay $118.74 and for 6 credits it is 

$168.59.  It would appear that the more 

credits you take, the better the deal.  Senior 

citizens are not eligible to join the George 

Leach Centre as students but may join as 

community members.  Parking passes are 

available for $100 per semester. 

Now it is just a matter of picking a course of 

interest.  How about Science Fiction or 

Fantasy in English?  Or Introductory French 

or Spanish?  Anishinaabemowin?  Film and 

Modern History?  Computer Science?  The 

choices are varied and interesting; check 

things out at www.algomau.ca  Russ Ma-

son offers these words of encouragement:  

ñYour time is now.  Go back to school and 

take the course you always wanted to do.  

Take advantage of the tuition breaks of-

fered at Algoma University.ò 

Russ Mason 

http://www.algomau.ca
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Fifty years ago, RTO/ERO was a concept, a dream.  Today we are at a reality in which we find ourselves at 
a turning point in the history of our organization.  Our present circumstances and indeed our future outlook 
are ones that bring with them unprecedented challenges.   We should begin this journey where we need to 
project ourselves to be recognized as a spokesperson for seniors. 

Canada needs a seniorsô strategy.  This is why RTO/ERO has developed several political advocacy priori-
ties recently.  The advocacy campaign highlights areas of concern and interest to RTO/ERO members that 
will be highlighted in the upcoming elections during the next two years.  

Pharmacare ï Canada is the only country with universal health care that does not also provide universal 
drug coverage.  While establishing a pharmacare system would cost approximately $4 billion, the govern-
ment would save an estimated $11 billion a year.  It would also cut costs to individuals, lead to a healthier 
population, and reduce the burden on other medical treatments.  

Elder Abuse ï This is a widespread yet mostly hidden problem.  Any situation that limits or controls the 
rights and freedoms of an older adult is a form of elder abuse.  This includes physical abuse, but also psy-
chological /emotional (threatening, isolating, removing decision-making) as well as financial abuse and ne-
glect. 

Geriatric Training ï Over the next two decades, the number of Canadians aged 65 plus will double.  
Those 85 and over will quadruple.  A key factor that supports healthy aging is the availability of appropriate 
health, social and community providers, with the knowledge to care for older Canadians.  Canada is falling 
behind in preparing its health and social care professionals to meet the needs of aging Canadians.  For vir-
tually all these professionals, there is no mandatory and post graduate training managing the issues related 
to caring for older adults.   

Age-Friendly Communities ï Policies, practices and planning that make communities age-friendly benefit 
us all.  Such communities optimize opportunities for health, participation and security, to enhance quality of 
life as people age.  

Long-Term Care Homes ï We support Bill 33 which, if passed, would mandate at least four hours a day of 
nursing and personal support services per resident (averaged across the residents).  Residents of long-
term care homes need and deserve a minimum standard of care. 

As stated by Martha Foster, President of RTO/ERO, ñWhether we are in our 50s or centenarians, RTO/
ERO members and other seniors want to live healthy, active lives full of meaningful connections.ò 

On behalf of our Board and myself, hereôs wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Looking forward to seeing you at the January 23 meeting.   

                  From  

                                      The President: 

           Rich Prophet  

ATTENTION ALL RTO/ERO MEMBERS 
In organizing the history of District 3 Algoma for the RTO/ERO 50th Anniversary,  

Kathryn Greening would appreciate your assistance. 
Do you remember any significant events, successful projects, special people?   

Please drop her a line at kgreening@shaw.ca with your memories. 
District 3 Algoma has a wonderful ongoing history of volunteerism.  Please share your story. 

Although all submissions will be placed in our archives, RTO/ERO has asked for a 800-1000 word summary       
which will be shared at our birthday party in April 2018. 

https://rto-ero.org/
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    PROVINCIAL OFFICE:   

      Address:     18 Spadina Road, Toronto  M5R 2S7 
      Telephone:    800-361-9888 
      Fax:        416-962-1061 
      Web Site:     www.rto-ero.org       

 UPCOMING DISTRICT 3  MEETINGS 

     1.  Tuesday, January 23, 2018:     Presentation:  RTO/ERO Health Benefits 
       11:30 . .  Legion Hall           Director of Health Benefits:  Stephen Wong 

     2.  Tuesday, April 3, 2018:       Presentation:  Wills and Powers of Attorney 
             11:30 . .  Legion Hall           Speaker:  To be determined 

     3.  Wednesday, May 16, 2018:     ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING                                                      
         10:30 . .  Legion Hall       Silent Auction 

From Kathryn Greening, First Vice President 

It has been a very busy, inter-
esting Fall for me as I come to 
understand the political nature 
of my role as First Vice presi-
dent. 

In October, Folgo Del-
laVedova and I were in Toron-
to twice:  at a pre-Senate 
meeting to discuss the  Reso-
lutions that would be at Senate 
and the Governance changes 

to RTO/ERO; and at the RTO/ERO Fall Senate.  

We in District 3 are fortunate to have Rich Prophet, 
and Gayle Manley, also at these meetings. Their 
assistance helped to clarify our understanding and 
to encourage our questions.  

The Senate passed the Governance Resolutions 
that allowed RTO/ERO to transfer to the Canada 
Not-For-Profit Act.  The elected Provincial Execu-
tive will, when incorporation is complete, become 

incorporating Directors until the May 2018 Annual 
Meeting.  

Congratulations to Martha Foster who was elected  
President until May 2018.   

Congratulations to Rich Prophet who was elected 
to the position of First Vice President.  

Congratulations to Gayle Manley who was con-
firmed as HSIC Benefits Chair until October 2018. 

The opportunities to meet with members from 
across the province and British Columbia and to 
discuss issues and concerns and programs was 
fascinating.  Thanks for the opportunities.  

We hope to see many of our members at our 
Christmas Dinner Dance Celebration. 

The January General Meeting will be focused on 
our Health Plan and Stephen Wong, RTO/ERO's  
Director of Health Benefits, will be in attendance. 

Hope to see you then. 

 Kathryn Greening 

 Super Seniors Celebration 

All Super Seniors (RTO/ERO members 80 years young plus) please note: 

The Super Seniors Celebration is on Tuesday, May 1, 2018. 

Further details in the March issue of Accent on Algoma. 
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Health Services 
Frequently Asked Questions 

~  Submitted by HSI Reps Bruce Avery and Page Nicolson 
Dental Care 

1. Are Dental Specialist Fees a covered expense? 

   No.  Under the RTO/ERO Dental Plan, expenses are based 
   on the current General Practitionersô fee guide.  If you choose 
   to receive treatment from a Specialist, the claim would be 
   adjudicated based on the General Practitionersô fee guide in 
   the province where the dental services are performed, and 
   you would be responsible for the difference. 

       Johnson recommends that a pre-determination be submitted 
   to Johnson Inc. Plan Benefits Claims prior to receiving treat- 
   ment from a Specialist to determine the amount that would be 
   eligible for reimbursement under the RTO/ERO Dental Plan. 

2. When should I submit a dental pre-determination?   

   If the cost of proposed dental work is expected to exceed 
       $600, you should submit a detailed pre-determination plan to 
       Johnson Inc. Plan Benefits Claims.  They will then advise 
       you, before the work begins, of the amount payable under 
       the Plan.  For major restorative treatment, the pre-treatment 
       radiograph will be requested.  For Plan details, please refer 
       to the RTO/ERO Insurance Plans Booklet. 

Out-of Province 

1. Can I purchase glasses, hearing aids, etc. in another 
     country and submit the receipt for reimbursement? 

       Purchases can be made outside Canada; however, reim- 
       bursement would be made as if the expense were incurred in 
       your province of residence subject to the RTO/ERO Plansô 
       maximums and limitations.  All reimbursements are made in 
       Canadian funds. 

2. I live close to the U.S. border and go across the border 
       for medical care.  Am I covered for these expenses? 
       No.  Out-of-Canada elective services and resulting treat- 
       ments are not eligible expenses under the RTO/ERO Group 
       Insurance Plan. 

3. If my doctor refers me for treatment in the U.S., are my 
medical expenses eligible for reimbursement? 

   Expenses for this referred treatment would be covered only if 
       the service was not available in Canada and the Government 
       Health Insurance Plan agreed to pay its portion of the cost. 
       Approval should be obtained from the provincial plan before 
       you obtain treatment.  If the treatment is available in Can- 
       ada, expenses would not be paid by the RTO/ERO Plans. 

2017-18 Scholarship Program 
~ Rich Prophet 

Each year the Project ï Service to Others 
Committee awards up to 25 Scholarships (on a 
one-time basis), each in the amount of 
$1,500.00.  

Deadline Date The application must be re-
ceived by 4:30 . . (Eastern Standard Time) 
on February 13, 2018.  

Citizenship Status You are a resident, Cana-
dian citizen or a landed immigrant.  

Relationship to RTO/ERO Sponsor You are a 
child, step-child, grandchild, great grandchild, 
daughter-in-law, son-in-law, niece, grandniece, 
great grandniece, nephew, grandnephew, great 
grandnephew of an RTO/ERO member. 

Programs - Teaching:  You are enrolled in the 
last year of a program that will directly lead to a 

career in teaching in Canada and the comple-
tion of the program provides you with teaching 
credentials that are recognized by the appropri-
ate provincial teacher regulatory body.  

Programs - All other Programs:  You are en-
rolled in the last year/semester of a program 
that is recognized at a Canadian Publicly-
Funded or Not-for-Profit College or University. 

Please encourage your family members to ap-
ply for the RTO/ERO Provincial Scholarship! 

New Members                       
of RTO/ERO                                   

~ Moyra OôPallie, Membership/Recruitment 
Greetings!  As another year comes to a close, 
our membership keeps on climbing. 
Since September, we welcome the following 
new members to Algoma District 3: 

  Joanne Cameletti       Gail Meehan 
    Cheryl Hammond      Gerald Rahn 
    Debbie Jackson   Maureen Stefanizzi 
    Deborah Mancuso    Teresa Vavala  
    Heidi Marrato          Mark Zorzit   

We presently have 1131 members. 

The new year 2018 will prove to be an exciting 
one as it is RTO/EROôs 50th birthday.   

We have come a long way since 1968, with 
74,000 members now in 48 districts.  Many 
celebrations are being planned.  Welcome 
aboard!  

Our first meeting will be held on January 23, 
2018 at the Legion Hall. 

Wishing you the Joys of this Wonderful Season 
and hope to see you in January.                      

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THESE PEOPLE? (Names on Page 6) 
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IN MEMORIAM  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   We are grateful for their memory,                 

  their service, and their friendship.   

   We extend our condolences to their         

  family and friends.  

Battle of the Books:   
Winners 

Yes, the Battle has ended!   

The elementary schoolsô challenge, co-sponsored by RTO/ERO District 3 and the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 25, which was very popular over many years, came to 
an abrupt end with the sudden passing of organizer Marilyn Patterson last year.  Over 
3000 books filled the shelves of a small storage room in the Legion hall.  What was 
the solution? 

Under the excellent leadership of Goodwill Chair Bernice Whalen and her committee 
(Gary Wills, Joanne Mantha McConnell, and yours truly), the winners were selected. 
Letters were sent to HSCDSB and ADSB directors offering these books, free of 
charge, to interested teachers for classroom use.  The response was heartwarming! 

The books were stamped with the RTO/ERO logo, organized into sets, packed into 
dozens of cardboard boxes scrounged from retailers, labelled, brought to the School 

Board offices, then delivered by courier to many schools in the Algoma district, and into the hands of 
thousands of students.  THEY are all winners! 

This project took over three months to complete but was worth every minute.  It is another example of 
RTO/EROôs motto ñHere for you now, here for your futureò alive in our community. 

~ Moyra OôPallie 

Leon Barbeau     

Laura M. Walker   

Connie Rahn   

David Robertson   

We have been advised of the passing  

of the following members:   

RTO/ERO Foundation Update               
~ Bernice Whalen 

Continued commitment to invest in initiatives that fo-
cus upon healthy aging is the goal of RTO/ERO 
through the Foundation. 

Almost $50,000 in funding has been allocated to two 
new projects based out of Ontario and British Colum-
bia.  Subject to ethics board approval, we will be 
funding these two projects: 

Urinary Incontinence Self-Screening for Healthy 
Aging:  The project is based out of the School of 
Nursing in British Columbia with the goal of increased 
awareness and timely treatment for urinary inconti-
nence. 

Dancing for Cognition and Exercise (DANCE):  A 
series of 12 videos that build upon fundamental 
movements to increase balance, strength and coordi-
nation, the DANCE project is developed through geri-
atricians, occupational therapists, research student 
trainees and trained dancers.  Once complete, the 
learning tools will be made widely accessible.  The 
RTO/ERO ñmovers and grooversò will appreciate this 
endeavour in their daily lives.  Aging can be fun! 

Special thanks to Emily Noble for acting as contact   
person with the Foundation for District 3.   
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On Wednesday October 25, my trusty team-
mate Carol McFarlane and I were represent-
ing RTO/ERO  for the  eighth year in the 
Davey Home Tuck Shop  (scheduled by Gayle 
Manley).  

I was mulling over the cash register and its 
operation when the joyful, melodious sounds 
of womenôs voices permeated throughout the 
building.   

With a toe-tapping version of ñFive Foot Twoò 
closely followed by ñCalifornia Here I Comeò, 
the temptation became too great. I abandoned 
my post to my trusty partner and poked my 
head out and around the corner.  

There at the piano sat RTO/EROôs Larry 
McNallyôs wife Jane playing ñAmazing Graceò.  
Facing the packed audience were a group of 
awesome ladies, sharing their talents and giv-
ing of their time:  Linda McCabe, Jan Prophet, 
Marilyn McDonald, Donna Danicich, Sheila  
Beishlag, T.R.  Barban  (all retired teachers) 
as well as Elia Bellerose, Linda Simonini and 
Annie Dodds.  

Reaching Out in the Community 
~ Submitted by Bernice Whalen 

This dedicated group came together through a 
seed planted by RTO/ERO member Diane 
LePage over a decade ago.  Diane is since 
deceased, but her legacy lives on through the 
joy that is brought to the retirement homes in 
Sault Ste. Marie.  

The second Wednesday of every month this 
group shares their talent with the Collegiate 
Heights Retirement Home and every fourth 
Wednesday they are scheduled for return en-
gagements  at the  Davey Retirement Home.  
They also fit the Van Daele and Pathway Re-
tirement Homes into their busy schedule! 

The group usually ends the performance with 
òWhat a Wonderful Worldò.  With the 50th Anni-
versary of  RTO/ERO at hand, members can 
be proud of how visible retired teachers are, 
supporting and giving back to community.  I 
sincerely believe we help to make it ñA Won-
derful Worldò.   

Thanks ladies, we are so proud of you and our 
many giving members in District 3!  
 

Choristers Front L-R:  Janie McNally, Annie Dodds, T.R. Barban, 
Sheila Beishlag, Linda McCabe, Donna Danicich.  Back L-R:  Linda 
Simonini, Elia Bellerose, Jan Prophet,.  Absent:  Marilyn McDonald 

How many colleagues 
did you recognize? 
(L-R from Page 6) 

Art Fink, Jean Scarfone 
Kniahnicki, Debbie Delay-
er Campbell, Audrey King 
Bradley, Russ Mason. 

Reflections on what RTO/ERO means to District 3 members: 

* A great lunch at the Legion and a chance to chat with colleagues. 

* I joined RTO/ERO to reconnect with friends in education after moving 
back to the Sault area after my education career in Toronto. 

* RTO/ERO provides an opportunity to interact with friends and former col-
leagues.  It is a great way to get info on travel adventures and to learn 
about health issues.  It makes me proud as a member when reviewing the 
accomplishments of RTO/ERO. 
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Project Service to Others Grant Presentation 

 ~ Article submitted to newspapers in Sault Ste. Marie, Elliot Lake and North Shore  

As the 2017-18 Season begins for Elliot Lakeôs 
Roundabout Exceptional Puppeteers, Director Liz 
Kanski, a retired teacher from Elliot Lake Secondary 
School was pleased to announce that the Retired 
Teachers of Ontario granted the group a cheque for 
$4000.00 under their Project - Service to Others. 

The grant is for projects that support retired teach-
ers who give back to their community by volunteer-
ing their time and expertise to worthy projects in the 
community. 

Rich Prophet, President of RTO/ERO in Algoma 
and his V.P., Kathy Greening, came from Sault Ste. 
Marie to present the group with the cheque on be-
half of the Retired Teachers of Ontario.  

ELREP spends approximately $7,000.00 for each 
show.  Last year the group put on two of the biggest 
shows theyôve ever done.  The shows were so big 
that they put the shows together at the Elliot Lake 
Civic Centre.  This year, ñA Tale As Old As Timeò, 
will be scaled down so that ELREP can travel with 
the show the way they did in the past.  

The money from RTO/ERO is being devoted to a 
new travelling lighting system and costumes.  The 
Puppeteers plan to travel to all the schools and sen-
ior facilities this year, as well as going to the Soo 
and Sudbury. 

Members are made up of those with disabilities of 
every kind, Down Syndrome, Autism, Deaf and 
Mute.  One member is in a wheel chair with spina 
bifida and ADHD.  Every member is unique and 
special.   

The group performs together in order to have fun, 
learn about puppets and theatre.  It also teaches 
audiences about disabilities and how all people, no 
matter who they are, should be accepted in our 
communities. 

This year the theme of the show, ñA Tale As Old 
As Timeò, has stories all about prejudice and how 
we should accept people for who they are, not dis-
criminate against someone because of their na-
tionality, creed, religion, gender, or their looks or 
mental abilities.  

They will explore stories like Beauty and the 
Beast, Cinderella, Mulan, The Lion and the Mouse, 
The Ugly Duckling, even Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.  A huge Dragon is the Narrator and has 
problems of his own.  

Some of the original scripts are about a Girlôs 
Night Out at the Seven Dwarfs House, where the 
princesses meet and discuss problems with their 
love lives, A Tonight Show where the princes try to 
get answers for their problems and Speed Dating 
in the Dungeon Bar and Grill where evil villains are 
matched up to see if they are compatible. The final 
story is about the Dragon and the Princess, with a 
touch of the Princess and the Pea story thrown in.  

The shows are always full of music, singing, dance 
and fun for every age. There are puppets of every 
kind imaginable. 

Thanks to RTO/ERO, Elliot Lakeôs Roundabout 
Exceptional Puppeteers will have another suc-
cessful year of bringing joy to everyone.  
 

The cast for The Good the Bad and the Time Lord 
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HAS YOUR MAILING ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER OR EMAIL CHANGED SINCE JOINING RTO/ERO?   

It is imperative that you inform RTO/ERO as only you are allowed to do so.  There are still many invalid addresses 
listed.  Please help us by updating your personal information.  Notify Diane Vezeau at 1.800.361.9888 ext. 223, or 
email at membership@rto-ero.org 

 

PROJECT SERVICE TO OTHERS 2018 
~  Kathryn Greening 

Include in your summary:  
¶ the nature and scope of your proposed project, 
including how it supports community, volunteer-
ism, children, and/or disadvantaged groups on 
local, national and/or international levels. Please 
be specific and focus on one area of a larger 
project and explain how your project would be 
impacted by the receipt of this donation. If you 
have cost projections and timelines, they would 
be helpful too. 

¶ the RTO/ERO members involved in the project 
and the nature of their involvement. 

¶ what partnerships are anticipated? 
¶ a willingness to work with the local executive to 
fine-tune the final application to RTO/ERO, 
should your project be selected by the local ex-
ecutive. 

We encourage all our members to consider ap-
plying for this unique support provided by RTO/
ERO. 

 

RTO/ERO proudly operates a grant program for its 

48 Districts, providing $100,000 to sponsor local 

community projects and raise the profile of RTO/

ERO. Through Project Service to Others (STO), 

Districts may apply for individual projects that sup-

port local, national and international programs that 

often involve children and/or disadvantaged groups, 

to a maximum of a onetime only grant of $4,000 per 

project. Each year, one project must be selected 

and approved by the District 3 Algoma executive, 

before proceeding to the Provincial Committee. 

RTO/ERO Local District 3 Algoma has successfully 

submitted projects in the past, including Battle of 

the Books, Camp McDougal, St John's After School 

programme, Vision Screening, Rockhaven School, 

Tumaini Afrika and this year Elliot Lake's Rounda-

bout Exceptional Puppeteers. 

If you have a special project that District 3 Algoma 

could consider, please forward a brief summary of 

the project to Kathryn Greening at kgreen-

ing@shaw.ca.by February 1, 2018.  Our executive 

will meet and consider all applications.  

Algoma-Sudbury Golf Tournament 
There will be a golf tournament for Algoma and Sudbury RTO/ERO members on   
Friday, July 6 at Huron Pines Golf Course in Blind River. The course is an enjoy-
able but not a difficult course to play.  

The event will be open to members and spouses who can enter as singles, two-
somes, threesomes or a team of four.  The organizers from each side will make the 
teams from the odds and sods.   

There will be a limit of 96 which is the number of golfers that the club can serve in the 
clubhouse.  There will be a lunch of a hamburger plate with salads and dessert.   

The cost of the golfing is $45 for 18 holes and a cart while the food would likely be    
+/- $25.  The course will be closed for us from 11-5 with a shotgun start at 11. 

The opening for registration is May 15, but please contact me to indicate that you are interested.  One does 
not have to be a good golfer as the purpose is to have fun and meet new people. 

We have been ensured that July 6 shall be warm and sunny. 

Contact Rich Prophet 705-943-6134 or richpro@shaw.ca 


